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PUBLIC HEARING ITEM 1b. 
RECREATIONAL TAUTOG 

 
Option 1:  Status Quo 

 
73.9 Tautog (Blackfish)   
 

73.9.1  Recreational: 
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Sixteen (16) inches. 
 
(B)  Seasons and possession limits:  
 

(1)  April 15 through May 31:  Three (3) fish per person per calendar day. 
 
(2)  June 1 through July 31:  Closed. 
 
(3)  August 1 through the Friday before the third Saturday in October:  Three 
(3) fish per person per calendar day.  
 
(4)  Third Saturday in October through December 15:  Six (6) fish per person 
per calendar day.  
 
(5)  Maximum per vessel possession limit:  The possession limit shall be per 
person per calendar day, as stated above, with a maximum of ten (10) fish 
per vessel per calendar day. 

  
(C)  Licensed Party and Charter vessel seasons and possession limits:  

 
(1)  April 15 through May 31:  Three (3) fish per person per calendar day.  
 
(2)  June 1 through July 31:  Closed.  
 
(3)  August 1 through the Friday before the third Saturday in October:  Three 
(3) fish per person per calendar day.  
 
(4)  Third Saturday in October through December 15:  Six (6) fish per person 
per calendar day.  
 
(5)  Licensed party/charter boats are not subject to the ten (10) fish per vessel 
per calendar day restriction.   
 
(6)  Reporting:  Any licensed party/charter boat participating in the tautog 
fishery must report each trip targeting tautog into the elogbook (the electronic 
logbook hosted by ACCSP). 
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Option 2:  Recreational bag limit reduction due to poor stock status 
 
73.9 Tautog (Blackfish)   
 

73.9.1  Recreational: 
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Sixteen (16) inches. 
 
(B)  Seasons and possession limits:  
 

(1)  April 15 through May 31:  Three (3) fish per person per calendar day. 
 
(2)  June 1 through July 31:  Closed. 
 
(3)  August 1 through December 31the Friday before the third Saturday in 
October:  Three (3) fish per person per calendar day.  
 
(4)  Third Saturday in October through December 15:  Six (6) fish per 
person per calendar day.  
 
(5)  Maximum per vessel possession limit:  The possession limit shall be 
per person per calendar day, as stated above, with a maximum of ten (10) 
fish per vessel per calendar day. 

  
(C)  Licensed Party and Charter vessel seasons and possession limits:  
 
 (1)  April 15 through May 31:  Three (3) fish per person per calendar day.  

 
(2)  June 1 through July 31:  Closed.  
 
(3)  August 1 through December 31 the Friday before the third Saturday in 
October:  Three (3) fish per person per calendar day.  
 
(4)  Third Saturday in October through December 15:  Six (6) fish per 
person per calendar day.  
 
(5)  Licensed party/charter boats are not subject to the ten (10) fish per 
vessel per calendar day restriction.   
 
(6)  Reporting:  Any licensed party/charter boat participating in the tautog 
fishery must report each trip targeting tautog into the elogbook (the 
electronic logbook hosted by ACCSP). 

 


